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ristic	 and	 faunistic	 records	 available	 for	 distinct	 regions	 of	 the	
world.	 National	 or	 regional	 collections	 of	 species	 are	 of	 para-
mount	 importance	 in	 this	 respect.	 Any	 attempt	 to	 increase	 or	
complete	their	holdings	indirectly	favour	a	better	understanding	
of	species	distribution	and	richness	in	natural	environments.	The	
safest	 and	 most	 adequate	 way	 are	 direct	 observations,	 when	
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possible	 (i.e.,	 in	 the	 intertidal,	 in	 shallow	 water,	 or	 with	 robotic	
devices	 in	 deep	 water),	 which	 contribute	 to	 our	 knowledge	 on	
abundance,	 behaviour	 and	 composition	 of	 the	 flora	 and	 fauna.	
However,	 collection	 of	 specimens	 in	 the	 field	 still	 represents	
the	 safest	 and	 more	 adequate	 way	 to	 study	 the	 richness	 of	
the	sea.
The	west	coast	of	Mexico	 is	particularly	 interesting	due	to	
the	 confluence	 of	 several	 geographic	 provinces,	 including	 the	
warm	temperate	California	Province	 (under	 the	 influence	of	 the	








west	 coast	 of	 Mexico	 particularly	 attractive	 for	 distributional	
studies.
Decapod	 crustaceans	 are	 undoubtedly	 one	 of	 the	 best	
known	 groups	 of	 marine	 invertebrates	 in	 the	 eastern	 tropical	
Pacific.	 Among	 these,	 the	 Caridea	 has	 received	 much	 atten-
tion.	 We	 have	 considerable	 knowledge	 of	 species	 composition	













made	 by	 Mexican	 institutions	 have	 considerably	 increased,	 al-
lowing	for	many	new	records	and	new	species	descriptions	(see	
Brusca,	 1980;	 Wicksten,	 1983;	 Hendrickx,	 1993;	 Hendrickx	 et	 al.	
2005).
This	note	reports	on	a	series	of	24	species	of	Caridea	 that	






during	 cruises	 organized	 by	 the	 Laboratorio	 de	 Invertebrados	
Bentónicos,	ICML,	Mazatlán	(SIPCO,	CORTES,	TALUD	cruises)	or	















    Leptochela serratorbita bate, 1888
Material examined.-	Bahía	de	Mazatlán,	C10	B/E	FC1,	St.	3	




























    Gnathophyllum panamense Faxon, 1893

























Remarks.-The	 present	 record	 confirms	 the	 unusual	 habitat	
(estuarine)	 for	 this	 threatened	 species.	 Most	 Macrobrachium	
species	 are	 restricted	 to	 freshwater	 but	 M. tenellum	 has	 been	
found	in	water	with	salinity	up	to	22o/oo.	Of	all	species	of	Macro-
brachium	occurring	in	rivers	drainage	and	coastal	lagoons	along	
the	 west	 coast	 of	 Mexico,	 M. tenellum	 is	 the	 most	 frequently	





Previous geographic records.-	 Southern	 California,	 USA,	
and	Gulf	of	California	from	San	Felipe	to	La	Paz,	Baja	California,	

















Previous geographic records.-	 Southern	 California,	 USA,	
and	Central	Gulf	of	California,	 from	Cabo	San	Miguel,	Baja	Cali-
fornia,	and	El	Desemboque,	Sonora,	to	Ecuador;	Tres	Marías,	Re-
villagigedo	 and	 Galapagos	 islands	 (Wicksten,	 1983;	 Wicksten	 &	
Hendrickx,	2003).
Remarks.-The	present	records	confirm	the	presence	of	this	
species	 in	 the	 southeastern	 Gulf	 of	 California	 and	 provide	 new	
records	within	the	recorded	range.
Periclimenes infraspinis (rathbun, 1902)
Material examined.-	 Off	 Punta	 San	 Marcial,	 CORTES	 2	
cruise,	St.	8	(25°34’12”N,	110°59’12”W),	1	specimen,	11/Mar/1985,	
52	 m	 (EMU-8822).	 Off	 Punta	 San	 Marcial,	 CORTES	 3	 cruise,	 St.	
8	 (25°33’24”N,	 110°59’48”W),	 3	 ovig.	 females,	 30/Jul/1985,	 52	
m	 (EMU-8854).	 Off	 Punta	 San	 Marcial,	 CORTES	 3	 cruise,	 St.	 10	
(25°58’18”N,	 111°7’12”W),	 1	 ovig.	 female	 and	 1	 specimen,	 30/
jul/1985,	 30	 m	 (EMU-8827).	 Off	 Punta	 Tepoca,	 CORTES	 3	 cruise,	





California,	 Mexico,	 to	 Costa	 Rica;	 Islas	 Galápagos	 (Wicksten	 &	
Hendrickx,	2003).







Material examined.-	 Guaymas	 (ca.	 27°56’N,	 111°5’W),	 4	
specimens,	 date	 unknown,	 intertidal	 (coll.	 L.T.	 Findley)	 (EMU-
8830).	Mazatlan	harbour	(23°10’41”N,	106°25’29”W),	2	specimens,	
23/Mar/1983,	 7	 m	 (coll.	 Gustavo	 Klein	 Barreda)	 (EMU-8855).	 Isla	





Remarks.-	 The	 Guaymas	 material	 represents	 a	 northern	
range	extension	of	this	species	(by	ca.	two	degrees	of	latitude),	
previously	 know	 up	 to	 Bahía	 Agua	 Verde	 (25°31”N,	 111°0”W),	
east	coast	of	Southern	Baja	California.	There	are	three	previous	
records	of	this	species	in	the	Southern	Gulf	of	California:	two	in	
Bahía	Mazatlán	 (EMU-876;	EMU-1097)	and	one	 in	La	Paz	 (EMU-
875)	(Hendrickx,	1994).
Pontonia simplex holthuis, 1951
Material examined.-	 Isla	 Puercos,	 Barra	 de	 Navidad	
(19°11’20”N,	 104°40’34”W),	 1	 specimen,	 8/Sep/1983,	 intertidal	
(coll.	Carlos	Escobar	Nataren)	(EMU-8821).
Previous geographic records.-	Only	known	from	Puerto	Es-
condido,	 Baja	 California,	 in	 the	 Southern	 Gulf	 of	 California,	 and	







13/May/1992,	 64	 m	 (EMU-8842).	 Barra	 de	 Navidad	 (19°11’24”N,	
104°41’38”W),	1	specimen	of	probably	that	species,	11/Sep/1982,	
intertidal	(EMU-8828).
Previous geographic records.-	 “Scammon’s	 Lagoon”	 (La-
guna	Ojo	de	Liebre)	and	La	Paz,	Baja	California;	Islas	Tres	Marías	
(Wicksten	&	Hendrickx,	2003).

















&	 Vazquez-Cureño,	 1998;	 Hendrickx	 &	 Hermoso-Salazar,	 2005).	
There	are	few	records	of	this	species	in	the	central	Gulf	of	Cali-
fornia,	where	the	specimen	from	off	Cabo	San	Miguel	was	taken.








extension	 of	 this	 species	 in	 the	 Gulf	 of	 California.	 The	 mate-
rial	from	Cabo	San	Miguel	was	collected	simultaneously	with	the	





Alpheus umbo Kim & Abele, 1988
Material examined.-	 Guaymas	 (27°56’N,	 111°5’W),	 1	 speci-
men,	 3/Feb/1986,	 intertidal	 (EMU-8858).	 Punta	 Mita,	 near	 village	
(20°47’20”N,	105°31’5”W),	2	specimens	of	probably	that	species,	
12/Nov/2004,	intertidal	(EMU-8833).
Previous geographic records.-	 Angel	 de	 la	 Guarda,	 San	
Francisco,	Espíritu	Santo,	Tres	Marías	 islands,	and	La	Paz,	east	






Punta	 Mita	 constitute	 the	 first	 record	 of	 this	 species	 from	 the	
southwestern	coast	of	Mexico.
Automate cf. dolichognatha de man, 1888
Material examined.-	 Off	 Río	 Fuerte,	 CORTES	 1,	 St.	 51,	
(25°39’36”N,	109°30’36”W),	1	specimen,	12/May/1982,	56	m	(EMU-
8849).
Previous geographic records.-	 Automate dolichognatha is	
known	from	Southern	California,	USA,	to	Peru,	including	two	re-













CORTES	 3,	 St.	 15	 (26°52’48”N,	 110°5’54”W),	 2	 specimens,	 31/
Jul/1985,	46	m	(EMU-8835).







 Hippolyte williamsi schmitt, 1924
Material examined.-	 Punta	 Mita,	 near	 village	 (20°47’20”N,	









Material examined.-	 Off	 Río	 Baluarte,	 BIOCAPESS	 III,	 St.	
13,	 (22°47’48”N,	 106°54’42”W),	 1	 ovig.	 female,	 19/Oct/1990,	 25	 m	
(EMU-8825).
Previous geographic records.-	 Tomales	 Bay,	 California,	 to	
Bahía	 Magdalena,	 northern	 Gulf	 of	 California,	 and	 to	 Guaymas	
(Wicksten,	2000;	Wicksten	&	Hendrickx,	2003).
Remarks.-	The	Río	Baluarte	material	is	a	southern	extension	





Material examined.-	 Barra	 de	 Navidad	 (19°11’24”N,	









Material examined.-	 Guaymas	 (ca.	 27°56’N,	 111°5’W),	 9	
specimens,	3/Feb/1986,	intertidal	(EMU-8857).	Ensenada	of	Baco-
chibampo	(27°54’42”N,	110°56’58”W),	2	specimens,	26/Mar/1992,	
depth	 unknown	 (EMU-8814).	 Beach	 at	 Piedras	 Pintas,	 Guay-
mas	 (27°56’5”N,	 111°5’5”W),	 7	 specimens,	 24/Mar/1997,	 3	 m,	
scuba	 diving,	 among	 algae	 and	 rocks	 (EMU-8809).	 Bahía	 Send-
ero	 Viejo,	 Guaymas	 (27°52’0”N,	 110°52’26”W),	 5	 specimens,	 27/
Mar/1997,	2	m,	scuba	diving	(EMU-8815).	Punta	Mita,	near	village	
(20°47’20”N,	 105°31’5”W),	 2	 specimens,	 12/Nov/2004,	 intertidal	
(EMU-8831).
Previous geographic records.-	Throughout	 the	Gulf	of	Cali-
























Material examined.-	 Off	 Punta	 Piaxtla,	 SIPCO	 III,	 St.	 C1	
(23°37’12”N,	106°55’54”W),	1	specimen,	16/Jan/1982,	45	m	(EMU-
8846).	 Off	 Banco	 Gordo,	 CORTES	 1	 cruise,	 St.	 56	 (23°7’0”N,	
109°25’0”W),	 1	 specimen,	 13/May/1982,	 82	 m	 (EMU-8808-B).	 Off	
Punta	 San	 Marcial,	 CORTES	 2,	 St.	 9	 (25°47’48”N,	 111°4’24”W),	
1	 specimen,	 11/Mar/1985,	 78	 m	 (EMU-8826-A).	 Off	 Punta	 Wil-
















  Plesionika beebei chace, 1937
Material examined.-	 South	 of	 Isla	 San	 Pedro	 Nolasco,	
AA8110,	 St.	 59-45	 (27°51’0”N,	 111°18’0”W),	 34	 specimens,	 20/









trawls,	 but	 P. beebei	 certainly	 is	 a	 pelagic	 species	 incidentally	
collected	in	bottom	trawls	rising	to	the	surface	(Hendrickx	&	Es-
trada-Navarrete,	1996).
Plesionika trispinus squires & barragán, 1976





Remarks.-	 The	 record	 from	 Altamura	 slightly	 extends	 the	
northern	 range	 limit	 of	 this	 species	 by	 about	 half	 a	 degree	 of	






Considering	 the	 fact	 that	 the	 Pacific	 coast	 of	 Mexico	 extends	
from	the	USA	border	to	the	border	of	Guatemala	and	covers	part	

























reefs	 around	 Clipperton	 Island	 (Li	 &	 Poupin,	 2009;	 Marin,	 2010).	
Only	 through	 the	 thorough	 revision	 of	 unidentified	 material	 that	
has	been	held	for	many	years	in	collections	and	museum	within	
Mexico	and	in	other	countries	(mostly	in	the	USA),	and	by	orga-










IV-VII	 cruises	 (CONACyT	 contract	 31805-N).	 CEEMEX	 material	
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